Heart failure practice improvement effort in the outpatient setting: a health care financing administration initiative to improve the care of medicare beneficiaries with heart failure.
This column is the fourth in a series describing Health Care Financing Administration initiatives to improve care for Medicare beneficiaries with heart failure. The first three papers addressed the background, design, and baseline results of the Health Care Financing Administration national initiative to improve quality of inpatient care for heart failure through the activities of each state's Health Care Financing Administration contractor Peer Review Organization. This paper describes a smaller-scale but equally important endeavor: the Heart Failure Practice Improvement Effort, a pilot project to test the feasibility of assessing and improving heart failure care in the outpatient setting. (c)2001 by CHF, Inc.